e o

A i

" to make tolerable this existenee.’’

" me the truth. Is there a Santa Claus?’,
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The letter of the little 8-year-old
girl to Mr. Dana, editor of the Sum,
asking this question, ‘‘Please tell me
the truth. Is there a Santa Calus?”’
has gone the round of the press sever-
al vears, and with it the distinguished
editor’s reply, which is as follows:
¢¢Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus,
He exists as eertainly as generosity
and love and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give to
your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas, how dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It
would be as dreary as if there were 1o
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith, then, no poetry, no romance,

If this were a real little girl asking
& great man a real question, it Was
done in all earnestness. ‘‘Please tell

In her childlike way she puts him*on
his oath, and he affirms to her earn-
est, trusting heart that there is a
real Santa Claus. Did he deceive
that child? Does he wish to eonvey
to the child mind that there is a real
invisible being who is in reality the
source of all good cheer that comes at
Chiristmas time? If he does who is
that being, and by what authority
does he possess the devotio: of a
child’s heart? Does he wish to take
as back to Greek and Roman mytho-
logv? Does his theory teach trusting
childhood the childhood of a Christian
people, who is the author and source
of all earthly goodness? These are
not idle questions.

Deceptions are Jangerous things.
When truth is more wonderful and
mysterious than fietion, why use fie-
tion instead of fact? ‘‘The night
shall be filled with musie,”” if we
eould have ears to hear it, and the
gentlest zephyrs are laden with ange-
lic voices to ears touched by the Di-
vine finger. An omnipresent God is
more wonderful than' a fantastic un-
real Santa Clans. Why not lead the
child to a profound truth, through an
entrancing mystery, built on fact,
rather than to seek to do this through
goblin stories, which smack of heath-
en mvthology? Is there anything
more wonderful in all ereation than
the story of the Christ-child whose
birth we ecelebrate?

Is there anythirz more beauntiful
than the thought that this Christ-
Child comes into the child life at
Christmas time with matétial joys?
Who is more worthy of the child™s
love and worship? To whom do yout
think it is due? What answer can the
ehildren of God give to this?

The story is no less wonderful that
the Christ-Child comes with His good
gifts, than it is that - Santa Claus
brings them. The greatest distinetion
is one is a fact and the other a false-
hood.

Some children are tanght to speak
first a ‘‘gibberish jargon’* aud the
task is left to the teacher to root out
a false language and instil a true one.
They edueate through falsehood into |
fact. supposing a child cannot receive
the truth.

- Virginia shall have her question an-
swered. She has been on the ‘‘anx-
Sous bench’’ a long while. There is
no Santa Claus, Virginia, but there is
a Christ-Child to whom vou can speak

HOW TO IMPROVE
PUBLIC SCHOCLS
Mr. 0. B. Martin Summarizes His
Views as to the Needs of the
School System in South
Carolina.

News and Courier.

Columbia. December 13.—State
Superintendent of Education Martin
has summarzed under ten headings
the recommendatious in  his final
annual report to the general assems-
bly as follows:

(1) A eommission should he ap-
pointed to revisze the school Code and
submit the same to the general as-
semblv at its next session.

“4(2) Our sxstem of eounty super-.

vision should bz improved by making
county boards elective by the people
and the superintendents elective by
county boards.

“¢(3) Our system of county super-
vision should be improved by making
county boards elective by the people
and the superintendents elective by
county boards.

¢6(3) There should be a State tax
or State appropriation to raise the
per eapita per child in each county to
at least $4. Weak counties should
be aided first. Sueh an appropriation
would tend to give us a State schoo)
system.

¢(4) The legislature could well af-
ford to make an appropriation to aid
rural sehools which run for eight
menths, and whieh have eight grades.
There should be at least twa teachers
and forty-five pupils in such sehools.
Suech action would encourage consoli-
dation and loca!l taxation. Many eom-
munities eannot meet the require-
ments of the High School Act.

¢4(3) The High Sechool Act should
be amended so that small towns ean
comply with its requirements, so that
the number of schools in large coun-
ties may be increased, and so as o
give the State high senool board more
discretion and autbority in passing
upon the merits of each individual
case. It will be necessary also to in-
crease the high' school appropriation
as the demand inereases.

¢(6) I believe that the time has
come when thte legislature should es-
tablish agrieultutral high sehools.
Other trade and vocational schools
will follow within a few years.

“(7) It will be necessary to make
better provision for swamer schools
for teachers if this work is to be kept
up as heretofore.

¢(8) The method of condueting
teachers’ examinatives should be
changed at once so that greater uni-
formity and efficiency may be secur-
ed.

¢¢(9) The field agent of the cam-
paign committee should be made an
assistant in this department and a
salary provided for her services. The
State board of eduecation should be
allowed to make a small ‘appropria-
tion to encourage schools to get pic-
tures and chest of tools.

¢¢(10) This office should be provid-
ed, at the ea-liest possible conven-
ience, with sufficient rovms, furniture,
files and fixtures.”’

TOGE. PORTER AT HIS WORD.
Four Countrymeh Leap from. Fast-
Going Train After Hearing ‘“All
Off for Baton Rouge!’’

Baton Rouge. La.. December I2.—
Four men from the country who had
never before ridden on a traim, leap-

in whispers up in the twinkling stars,
and He will hear all vour wishes. He
jt is who gives ‘‘every good and per-,
feet gift” of whom the angels sang |
on the tirst Christmas night. and who
brings all the blessedness on Christ-
mas dav. He is a real, live, loving
King. who has a beautiful home for
you in the skies, Virginia.
China Grove, N. C., Deec., 1908.

Amity Lodge, No. 87, A. F. M.

An extra communication of Amity
Lodge, No. 87, A. F. M., will he held |
next Friday evening at 7.30 o’clo=k!
in Fraternity Hall. Visiting brathre |
cordially weleomed. '
Installation of officers.
The F. C. degree will be con

H. M. Kinard, Sceretary.

Van Smith, W. M. .

ed from a train travelling thirty miles
an hour near here today. Asked why
thev jumped, they said beeause the
porter called out ‘*All off for Baton
Rouge.’” They were not seriously in-

jured.

TAFT COMING SOUTH
FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK

Announced That President-elect Will
Arrive in Augusta on the 18th
of the Month.

Augusta, Ga., Dze. 10.—It is an-
nouneed todav that President-eleet
Taft and family, with the exception

| of Miss Helen, will acrive Friday of seeking an
ferred. next week and will be e guests of danghter?’”

Lanarn Thomas until
Miss Helen

Mr. and Mrs.
the following Monday.

‘will arrive just hefore the Christmas {

holidays, coming from Bryn Mawr. |
A letter received from Mr. Taft asks
that he be allowed to spend the first |
few days in complete rest. as he = |
areatly faticued. In Aererence o his
}\rish(-s his hosix announee that theve
t will be no funetions, formal or infor- |
mal, antil he =hall have oceupied the !
Territt eottaze. after his sojowrn with |
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas. :

A Card.
To the Publie:

It having come to our knowledge
that the Board of Regizgration for
Newberry County, S. (.. has, as a
board, been severely ecritisized for is-
suing fifteen vegistration eertificates
to various persons on the evening be-
tore the primary eleetion for
nomination of town officers for the
Town of Newberry, S. C., which pri-
mary was held in the said Town on the
24th day of November, 1908, we de-
sire to state that we were not parties
to the issuanee of said certificates of
registration and had nothing whatever
to do with the matter.

E. Lee Hayes,
J. W. Wertz,
Members of the Board of Registration
for Newberry County, S. C.

Advertised Letters.

Letters remaining in postoffice at
Newberry, S. C., for week ending Dee.
12, 1908.

Mr. W. J. Baker, Mr. Manths Beu-
ford, Mr. R. T. Bobb.

Miss Mamie Clark, Wash Cossing,
Mrs. Anner Cooks, Charley Cumbee.

Mrs. Joiey Grahas:. Mr. Jno. C.
Griffin :

James Kennedy.

Frank Mays, €. M. Martin, Miss
Mary Martin, Mrs. Jane Mitebell.

Mrs. M. J. Perry.

Mr. P. Rodgers.

Mr. J. T. Stallings, Mrs. Amanda
Stallings, Mrs. John P. Sligh, Mr. H.
D. Smith, Miss Alice Sligh, Mr. J. P.
S. Summers.

Mr. H. C. Williaws.

All persons calling for these letters
will please say that they were adver-
tised.

C. J. Purcell, P. M,

Got the First Blow.

An Trish horse owner whose horse
had been prescribed for by a veter'-
nary surgeon ran into the latter’s of-
fice and, with tears in his eyes and
his face the ‘“piethur of bad luck,”
eried:

¢“Oh, Dr. Moriarity, I'm poorly!
The powdher’s kilt me entoirely!”’

¢“‘The powder!’? eried Dr. Moriarty.
¢Why, I didn’t tell you to take the
powder. I told you to place it in a
paper tube and put one end of iti n
the horses’s mouth aiid blow hard.”

¢4Yes, sorr,’’ said Pat. ‘I put the
powdher in the chube, and I put the
end of it in the horse’s mouth, with
the other end in my own; but, begor-
ra, he blew first!™

The Nervy Young Man.
Tit-Bits.

¢Sir,”” said the nervy young man,
coming into the rich merchant’s of-
rice and taking a seat near the head
of the firm. I would like to ask
vou for vour daughter’s hand!™

¢“YWhy, T don’t even know
sir$*?

¢¢Oh. don't let that bother vou at
all. sir. We'll soon get acquainted.’”

¢Sy vou, a perfeet stranger, ask
for mv dauzhter’s hand, eh?’’ said
the rich merchant, gazing in amaze-
ment at his ealler. ¢“Which daughter
do vou mean? I have thre.”’

‘T mean the one with the golden
hair,”’ imparted the young man, un=|
abashed.

T am still in doubt, voung man.
Two of my danghters have golden'!}
hair. Do vou mean Ellen or Ma-
raia?” |

¢¢Can’t say which, sir. T had only|
a moment’s view of vour daughter,!
and have never met her to know her
‘name. But the moment’s sight of her
'was enough to tell me that T love her

vou,

sin?”
¢¢ And vou come here to cet my de-
cisine  without consulting or even

acquaintanez with my

““Yes. Yon see,

short. Yesterday I came aeross your.
!

the |
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GRAND ENSEMBLE ‘A NIGHT FOR A DAY”I AT THE OPERA HOUSE WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27.
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daughter and a young man in the;old stand dishing out the news on|this year, to carry off the prizes next

park. Just as I had made up my|sweet promises and bright expecta-| year.

mind that I loved her, I heard the
young gentleman tell her that he was
coming here today to ask for her
hand in marriage; so L hurried right
along to get in my bid ahead of
him.”’

““Youag man,’’ gasped the fond
parent, ‘“it’s a foregone conclusion
that you will accormplish what you
start out to do. And vou've ecertain-
Iy got the nerve! So go ahead and
obtain an introduection to the daugh-
ter of your choice and do the rest!
You’'ve got my consent!’’

Hang the Cost.
Liverpool Mercury.
“You know, George,’’ she -said
thoughtfully, as they sat together on |

tions. They make an excellent diet,
darling, with a little pudding flavor-t
ed with a word of emcouragement to |
serve as dessert. We are waiting and,
watehine for thee, our turtle dove. |
We long to hear your gentle footsteps |
on the stairway below and to hear:
thz iing of the happy dollars within !
our office. Dear one, we feel unusu- |
ally sad and lonely without you, dear. |
Now, little pie-crust, will you come? |
Do we hear you answer in a voice so
sweet and beguiling, ‘I’'m eoming,’ or
is it only the winds that around our
office roar? Wa pause/for further
developement.”’ ]
And in this same connection we]|
are constrained to say with another: i

““Lives of poor men oft remind us|

And as the result of the in-
terest this contest has awakened and
will awaken, we believe that there
will be a great deal more ecorn raised
in York cevunty next year than has
been raised this year.—Yorkville En-
quirer.

To Utilize Cotton Stalk.

Ten thousand dollars will be ap-
propriated by congress to 2nable the
secretary of ageeultur: to eondued
experiments to determine the practi-
cibality of making paner material ont
of cofton stalks, if a bill introduced
in the house by Repre<entative Shep-

|pard of Texas is passed.

It is to be hoped that practically
every farmer in the county will try

the rustic seat in the quiet eventide, | honest toil don’t stand a chance; the: for the Farmers’ Union corn prizes

¢¢it seems such a solemn thing to mar-
ry. Have you counted the cost?”

A manly, ringing laugh shatt-ered]
the nerves of the birds roosting in the
branches overhead to a complicated
hash. - 3 <

#¢Cost! The eost! Bless you, Evan-
geline, don’t you worry about the
cost. I've got a cousin who's a
clergyman, and he’s promised to fix
us up absolutely gratis!’’ '

MEETING OF THE FARMERS UN-
I0N. '

The Farmers’ Union of Calhoun
county met Saturday in the court
house, a pretty full attendance of the
delegates and a number of visitors
being present.

The regular business of the Union
was transacted and the report of
Messrs. Geo. W. Fairey and James
M. Holman, the delegates who were
sent to New Orleans to represent this
county, were heard. Both these gex-
tlemen gave glowing accounts of their
trip and showed very plainly that the
business men of that eity were will-
ing and ready to cooperate with the
union in financing the cotton if nee-

essary.

Mr. Fairey gave an account of the
push and energy of that eity which
was shown him and others in refer-
ence to the preparation being made
for the business which will come this
way when the Panama canal is fin-
ished. They were shown more than
3 mile of conerete rud tron wharf-
age, at which muet. W business is
expected to be t.o=e. Their aceount
of the trip was full of information
and interest, and the union felt repaid
by sending these representatives.—
St. Matthews Advance.

A LOVE LETTER.

Disclaiming at the very outset any
knowledge or experience whatsoever
coneerning the gentle and wining art
of writing love letters, we wish to
state that the beautiful effusion re-
produced below is from the pen ~f'
another. But so well does it express
our sentiments regarding a few of
our admirers that the use of it is
justified. “‘They say’’ that love let-
ters are very effective sometimes, that
they produze pleasing results. So!
m-te it be! Here it is:

“Dear darling delinquent! Our
precious subseriber in arrears! You
<o shv! Do vou think we have.
No, little sngzar-

]

are
<old out and gone?

sir, the time is plaum, we eoald not get away if wa t

wanted to. We are still at the samel

| rocord vields was concerned, but still

more we work we leave behind us big-
ger patches in our pants. On our
pants once new and glossy now are,
patches of different hue; all because
subseribers linger and won’t pay up
what is due. Then let us all be up‘
and doing; send in vour mite be itl
ever so small, or when the blasts of
winter strike us we shall have no
pants at all.”’—Dallas New Era.

THE CORN PRIZE CONTEST. |

The raising of from 61 to 88 bush-
els of corn on an aere may not be
considered an extraovdinary achieve-
ment in the light of records from 120
bushels on up to 250 bushels and ov-!
er; but still, as we see 1t, the people |
who have so generously backed the|
contest instituted by the Farmers’|

Union of York eounty have cause for |

much satisfaction over the rosult. |

It is true that this competition was |
not instituted until late in the season,
Much corn had already been planted |
before the contest was thought of,:
and all of the contestants were at a |
disadvantage so far as the making of |

the eontest has hzen well worth while,
not onl- from the standnoint of the
actual bushels produced: but from
the standpoint of the valuable object
lesson that has been furnished on this
most important subjeet.

Tn a eountrv where the corn aver-
age is less than fifteen bushels to the
aere and were six and eight bush
are common vields, from 60 to 80|
bushels to the acre at an average net |
enst of -only fifteen or twenty cents
a bushel is something certainly worth
while. It not only shows what a tre-
mendous amount of reom there is for
improvement: but it shows how easily
that improvement ean be made. and
at what a areat nrofit to every corn
grower who is willing to put forth the
small, additional necassary effort.

But easilv the best and most en-
vouraging development of this ex-
periment, is the faet that the Far-
mers’ Union is not willing to cease
itz efforts on what has been accom-
plished. Fully appreeiating the prae-
tical valne of what has been done, it
has determined to go on with the good
work and reap all the additional bene.
fits that have been so elearly brought
to view.

While. as has been stated, the con-
testants in this vear’s eontest have
veason to be »nroud of their achieve-
ments, it is safe to nrediet that it will
ake a great many more bushels than

were raquired to earry off the prizes,
|
i

next year. The competition is to be
confined strietly to uplands. Every
farmer who goes into the contest will
be the gainer, and if enough of them
we into it the couty will gain tre-
mendously—Yorkville Emquirer.

Probably She Meant 1t.

Lucile, a carefully brought up lit-
tle girl of five years, returnéd from
her first party in great glee.

“I was a good girl, matiima,” shé an=
nounced, “and talked nice all the
time.” -

“Did you remember to say some-
thing pleasant to Mrs. Townsend just
before leaving?”’ her mother asked.

“Oh, ves, I did,” was the enthusias-
tic reply. “I smiled and said, ‘I enjoy-
ed myself, Mrs. Townsend; I had a
lots better dinner than I thought T'd
have.” "—Delineator:

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY RATES.

The Charleston & Western Caroling
Railway will sell excarsion tickets ac-
count of the holidays at very low
rates for the round trip. Tickets on

: sale December 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 30, 32,
1908, and Jan. 1, 1908. Final limit

January 6, 1909.
For further information apply to
ticket agents, or,
Ernest Williars,
(General Passenger Agent,
807 Broadway, Augusta, Ga.

NEWBERRY UNICN STATION.

Arrival and Departure of Passenger
Trains—Fffective 12.01 A. M,
Sunday, June 7th, 1908.

e temenre.

Southern Railway:
No. 15 for Greenville .. ..8.57am
No. 18 for Columbia .. ..1.40 p.m.
No., 11 for Greenville .. ..3.20 p.m.
No. 16 for Columbia .... .8.47 p.m,
C.N. & L. BRr.
*No. 22 for Columbia .. ..8.47 a.m.
No, 52 for Greenville .. 12.56 p.m.
No. o3 for Columbia .. ..3.20 p.m.
*No. 21 for Laurens .. ..7.25 p.m.
* NDoes not ran on Sunday
T riwe takle showa the thoes at
which trains max he expeeted to de-
part from this station. but their de-
parture 1= not guaranteed and the
ime shown is subjeet '> chanre with-
't notice.
G. L. RGbiUSnD.
Statior Masier.
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